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Residence of Edwin Cawston. Proprietor of the South Pasadena Ostrich Farm. California 


Che South Pasadena Ostrich Farm 


OURISTS and sight seers doubtless have beheld at various places in the United 
States small numbers of ostriches located for exhibition, but few of the seven- 
ty million of people that dwell on this continent have seen the Original 

Hmeriean Ostrieh Farm, from which all of these smaller aggregations have 
been supplied. The South Pasadena Ostrich Farm is the parent farm, the headquar- 
ters, so to speak, of ostrich culture in this country. Mr. Edwin Cawston is the pro- 


prietor, who personally brought over the first cargo of live ostriches to this country 
Here are displayed the processes of ostrich cultivation in all their entirety ; here 
may be seen the incubators, filled with eggs, about to be hatched; here are the young 
chicks disporting themselves in the green alfalfa; here, the ragged and uncouth 
looking ostriches passing from childhood to the age of puberty; here may be seen 
the pairs of ostriches, with their nests in the ground, just as viewed by the Arabian 
hunter who wanders across the great deserts of Africa. 


One of the most interesting sights at the farm is that of the little ostrich chicks 
breaking through the shells, emerging into that climate of which the native sons of 
California are justly proud; while not the least exciting spectacle is that of a full 
grown male ostrich, with his large wings outspread, vainly endeavoring to attack the 
attendant who persistently irritates him on the other side of the tall board fence. 
Perhaps the most attractive sight, especially to the ladies, is that of the multitude of 
little ostrich chicks, who with their little tiger striped necks, career up and down the 
grass, interrupted at times by their everlasting appetites. On certain days the larger 
ostriches are plucked; that is, the feathers, which are continually growing, have to 
be clipped off ; each bird has then to be blindfolded and led into a corner; while one 
man holds the creature, another carefully clips off those long white, black, or gray 
feathers that are so valued in the millinery world. After the bird has been plucked, 
its hood is removed and quite frequently a boy mounts it, when it is turned loose and 
away it rushes with the anxious urchin hanging to its neck, forming a picture at once 
thrilling and comical. A very few hundred yards are covered in a zig-zag manner 
when invariably the youth is persuaded to let go and the ostrich shorn of his beauty 
to some extent, makes haste to rejoin his companions. 


In no place 
upon the conti- 
nent has ostrich 
culture been 
brought to such 
systematic per- 
fection as here 
at the South 
Pasadena Os- 
trich Farm. The 
institution is 
admirably shel- 
tered among the 
hills between 
Los Angeles and 
Pasadena; easy 
of access to both 


cities, the electric cars continually passing the gates. At no other spot have they 
- been found to thrive so well; indeed so suited are the creatures with their environ- 
ment that they seem to have forgot the times and seasons of their African ancestors 
and, instead of laying eggs twice a year, as is the habit of an orthodox African ostrich, 
they will keep laying the whole year around, much to the satisfaction of the manage- 
ment. 

Ostriches are worth at the age of a week about $50.00a pair; at the age of four 
years $500.00 a pair; while these birds do exist in the Northern States properly pro- 
tected by artificial means in winter; yet in the South only can the culture of the Afri- 
can ostrich be successfully carried on. The eggs weigh three pounds each; a nest 
consists of about fifteen, upon which the parents set for forty days, the male at night 
and the hen during the day; as soon as hatched the chicks are taken away and raised 
on green alfalfa, when they grow at the astonishing rate of one foot a month. ‘The 
first crop of feathers is obtained when the bird is eight months old and thereafter 
every nine months. At four years old ostriches are mature and will commence lay- 
ing and are said to live till they are seventy years old. They stand seven feet high 
and weigh three hundred pounds each. 


Much money has been spent upon this American center of the ostrich world; 
the grounds have been beautifully decorated by landscape gardeners and this, added 
to its charming location, among the mesas at the head of the San Gabriel Valley, 
near the City of Roses, Pasadena, makes it one of the most attractive resorts in the 
country ; its chiefest fame however, is in the fact that it is the birthplace of a new 
industry that shall in years to come add immense amounts of wealth to the tremen 
dous possibilities of this country. No more enjoyable or profitable time can be spent 
by tourist or resident than on a visit to the South Pasadena Ostrich Farm; the Pasa- 
dena Electric Cars pass the entrance every ten minutes. 


e « Ostrich Feathers « « 


Lady visitors will ever remember the salesroom at the South Pasadena Ostrich 
Farm, for here are upwards of ten thousand dollars worth of the finest goods that are 
manufactured from the feathers of the ostrich. One of the advantages in buying at 
the headquarters of the ostrich industry in America is the freshness of the crude 
product. The goods sold here are not from birds vegetating in remote parts of the 


world, nor have they 
been stored for months 
in cellars deep and 
dark awaiting ship- 


ment to England, the 
center of the great 
foreigu ostrich trade, 
but, fresh from the 
wings of the ostriches, 
retaining their elastic- 
ity and virgin fresh- 
ness they go right into 
the possession of the 
buyer, retaining for 
years the natural curl 
that add such beauty 
to the living ostrich. 


The prices for some 
of these manufactured 
goods are as follows: 


Amazon Plumes 
All lengths from 
$2.25 up to $6.00. 


Demi Plumes « 
10 inches long and 
upwards from 50 

cents to $2.00, 


Cips a a 
50 cents per bunch 
of three, and up. 


Ostrich Feather Fans 


From $1.00 up to 
$40.00. 


Ostrich Feather Boas « a «@ 


According to length and thickness, from $2.75 up to $30.00. 


Silk Lined Ostrich Zapes « « 


$25.00 and upwards. 


A complete illustrated price list will be mailed to anyone upon request. | 
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A word from the well known actress Blanche Bates may not be inappropriate. 
Herald Square Theatre, New York. 


“The very beautiful black plumes have just arrived, and I can say with 
certainty that they are superior to any I have seen in this country, domestic or 


imported. Assuring you that I come to you in future for feather goods, I am, 


Sincerely, 


BLANCHE BATKS.’’ 
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A View on the Grounds at 


the South Pasadena Ostrich Farm, 


California 


SUNSET LIMITED 


‘“*A ROYAL TRAIN 
ALONG A ROYAL WAY’’ 


LEAVES LOS ANGELES 


EVERY TUESDAY, THURSDAY 


AND SATURDAY AT 8:30 A. M. 


FasTEST LONG DISTANCE TRAIN IN THE WORLD. 


To NEW ORLEANS AND ALI, PRINCIPAL CITIES OF THE EAST. 


ASK ANY AGENT FOR PARTICULARS 


